
SPINE SAFETY ALERT:    
 
Information for Healthcare Professionals:   
Covidien Heparin Sodium USP Pre-filled Syringes– 
Voluntary Nationwide Recall Because Two Lots Had Heparin-like 
Contaminant 

According to MedWatch, Covidien notified healthcare professionals of a voluntary 
recall of certain lots of Heparin Sodium USP because two lots of the product 
acquired by Covidien had a heparin-like contaminant. To date, Covidien has not 
received any adverse event reports related to this issue. See the manufacturer's 
press release for the list of specific lots of the product affected by the recall. Use 
of the recalled product should be discontinued immediately. Patients should 
contact their physician if they experience any problems associated with the use 
of the product.  

Read the complete MedWatch 2008 safety summary, including a link to the 
manufacturer’s press release, at:  
http://www.fda.gov/medwatch/safety/2008/safety08.htm#heparinsodium  

The North American Spine Society is committed to quality patient care through 
promotion of patient safety and prevention of medical errors. NASS monitors a 
variety of government and other resources for patient safety related notices that 
may be useful to our members. Information from these notices is also archived 
on the NASS website at 
http://www.spine.org/Pages/PracticePolicy/ClinicalCare/SpineSafetyAlerts/Defaul
t.aspx. This information is provided as a service for information and education 
only. 
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