SPINE SAFETY CAUTIONARY NOTICE:

Information for Healthcare Professionals:
Chantix (varenicline):
Label Change - Risk of Certain Cardiovascular Adverse Events

SOURCE: FDA MedWatch

FDA has approved an updated drug label for Chantix (varenicline) to include information about
the efficacy and safety of the drug in two patient populations who may benefit greatly from
giving up smoking—those with cardiovascular disease and those with chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease (COPD). The updated label now also includes alternative directions for
patients to select a quit smoking date.

Read the UPDATED MedWatch safety alert, including a link to the Drug Safety Communication,
at:

http://www.fda.gov/Safety/MedWatch/Safetylnformation/SafetyAlertsforHumanMedicalProdu
cts/ucm259469.htm

The North American Spine Society is committed to quality patient care through promotion of
patient safety and prevention of medical errors. NASS monitors a variety of government and
other resources for patient safety related notices that may be useful to our members.
Information from these notices is also archived on the NASS website at
http://www.spine.org/Pages/PracticePolicy/ClinicalCare/SpineSafetyAlerts/Default.aspx. This
information is provided as a service for information and education only.




